BY WAYNE WENZEL

DRAINAGE CONTROL STRUCTURES IN TILE LINES
{73717 CAN CONSERVE WATER, REDUCE NUTRIENT LOSS,
LL AND SERVE AS SUBSURFACE IRRIGATION SYSTEMS

DOUBLE-DUTY

THE TERM “TILE” might be confusing to
non-farmers who drive by a farm and see
rolls of modern plastic tubing being buried
in a field. Perhaps the fact that we still call
this stuff tile is a testament to just how

steeped in farming tradition field drainage is.

But tradition or not, new environmental
concerns and economic needs are driving
new technologies to the point where com-
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Water Line

plex concepts like “water management” are
replacing the simple term “drainage.” As it
turns out, the plastic tubes that were once
revolutionary have become the industry
standard. Now they are allowing a new
phase of water management.

In the early 1960s, extruded corrugated
plastic drain tubing (CPT) replaced con-
crete and clay drainage tile. Cheaper and






